


Impact and Management

DO’s

● Uproot plants early in their lifecycle, ideally before
they flower. This prevents seeds from forming and
spreading. Ensure the entire taproot is removed to
prevent regrowth.

● Clean equipment, vehicles, and tools after working in
infested areas. Seeds can cling to machinery and
travel to new sites.

● Frequently check fields, rangelands, and open areas
for early signs of infestation. Early detection is crucial
for effective management and minimizing the spread.

DON’Ts
● Let the plant flower and set seeds, as a single

plant can produce thousands of seeds.
Immediate action is essential to control spread.

● Ignore infestations in remote areas. Even in
inaccessible or less-visited regions, unmanaged
infestations can rapidly spread.

● Underestimate Its resilience. Dyer’s woad can
survive in harsh conditions with poor soil.
Assuming it won’t thrive in a specific area can
lead to unchecked growth and invasion

Because this plant can quickly displace existing vegetation, identifying the plant early is key. Once
established, dyer’s woad relies primarily on the chemical properties and sheer abundance of its seeds 
to assert dominance over the landscape. Management thus focuses on preventing seed formation and 
germination. Removing the crowns before seeds become viable is essential to the plant’s eradication. 
Early detection and removal of plants before flowering can also significantly reduce seed production. 

Mechanical methods, such as hand-pulling or digging, can be effective as long as the taproot is fully 
removed to prevent regrowth. Mowing can limit seed production in the short term, but may be 
counterproductive. 

Native Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity

As the basis of food chains, plants provide the
backbone to the rest of the ecosystem. From 
pollinating insects and migrating birds to our 
distinctive wildlife, they have all evolved to rely on 
the plants native to the land, and thus rely on 
those communities for their complete nutrient 
supply. Dyer’s woad displaces native plants from 
their ancestral landscapes, resulting in a loss of 
species biodiversity that has branching effects 
throughout the ecosystem, including reduced 
forage availability for game and other wildlife.

Agriculture & Economy

Working landscapes such as farms and pastures are heavily

affected by dyer’s woad infestations across the West. Dyer’s woad 
is known to reduce available forage for domestic livestock, leading 
to decreased agricultural economic health. In 1981, the presence of 
dyer’s woad cost Utah ranches an estimated $2 million collectively. 
Rangelands suffer more greatly than active croplands, as the 
frequent disturbance and accessibility of food crops provide less-
than-ideal conditions for the plant. While a chemical composition 
has not been established, the plant is believed to have allelopathic 
properties, not from the roots but from decomposing seed pods 
that fall to the ground near the parent plant and poison the soil. 
This adds to the difficulty of managing infestations by 
overwhelming dyer’s woad with more desirable plant communities.

For more information on managing dyer's woad, 
please visit www.nmweeds.org
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